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LDALYY ™, 
Public 


BRADFORD, 
Library, 


President: 
naar athe Ty 
Hunting ton 

Vice#President: RCSA V. OLIVER, 
James Ee *orrow Library, J] are 
shall Collese, Funtington 

Secretary: ROBERT He SIMCMDS 
Kanawha County Public Library, 
Charleston 

Treasurer: CARUIE L. BRITTAIN, 
Davis @ Elkins College Library 
Elkins 

Federal Relations Chairman; FLEM- 
ING BENLETT, “Yest Virginia Uni- 
versity Library, Morgantown 


fetes ae ee 
EDITORIAL 


& REPORT ON the state of the 
libraries which appeared on the front 
oge of the New York Times for June lst 
was certainly no shock to the members of 
the library professione But it is to be 
hoped that it will somehow shock John Qe 
Public out of his lethargy, for the 
blame lies squarely on his shoulderse 


nation's 


BUT LIBRARIANS cannot entirely shrug off 
the responsibility for sucha sad state 
of affairs. They too have been negli- 
gente Theirs is nota job of sitting 
back and waitine for someone else to 
move, but rather theirs is the job of a 
rousing the community, for who better 
than the librarian should know what is 
needed? jiaybe John Qe Public is so deep 
in the hole that he doesntt even know 
that somewhere above him there is still 
& spot of sunshinee 


IN EVERY state libraries are definitely 
on the upgrade, and now is the time to 
see that yours is tooe If only one per- 
son in each community wants better li- 
brary service and will work for it, it 
can be achievede Results are assured, 
however, if that person is a vehiteeiteiton 
librarian who knows what is needed and 
goes after ite 


TEN YFANS ago West Virginia ranked at 
the bottom of all the forty-eight states 
in libraries. Today we are third from 
the bottomt “etre on our way out of the 
hole toward the sunshinee How did we 
climb this far? Just because a few peo~ 
ple know the sunlight existed and want 
ed their share of it, and as they strug- 
eled, others joined until there are more 
people in West Virginia today who want 


-good library service than ever beforee 


YOU iAY live in the little town of Cross. 
road Center, but Crossroad Center can be 
livrarv-consciouse And if all the Cross. 
road centers across the state can be 
made to see that spot of sunshine,’ then. 
the next ten years will definitely find 
“est Virginia on the library mape 


NET ASSOCIATICN OFFICERS NAMED 


SEVERAL CHANGES and additions have been 
made in the “official family" of the 
Associatione Resignations of two lib 
rarians to continue their professional 
endeavors in other states have made 
necessary the new appointmentse 


RCBERT F.. SIDCNDS, of the Kanawha County 
Public Library, has accepted the office 
of secretarv, filling the vacancy cree 

(Turn to OFFICERS, page 4) 
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ALL OF 
FERENCE 


2 response to the editor's ardent request, 
ian of the Ohio County Public Library in “heeling, has taken time out fron | 

a well-earned vacation to write this stimulating account of the AeLeAe Con’ 
and Betty Meeks (another “heeling librarian) and | 
forgantown, were “est Virginia's only representativese | 


US FROM TEE 


I WN SAN FRAWCTISCO 


Miss Fleanor Hamilton, librar- | 





ME 66TH ANITUAL conference of the American Library Association convened in San Fran 


cisco on June 29, with 2634 librarians registered. 
the purnosefulness of the group, and as we 
to discourses on atomic energy, world friendship, and the interdepen- 


the meeting place injected itself into 


sat listening 








COMMITTEE PRO:;ISES PEPPY PROGRAM 


FOR CCTOBER ! EETING IN CHARLES TON 
A PEPPY and interesting program for the 
fall meeting of the “lest Virginia Lie 
brary £Association is promised by the prow 
gram committee, which has been hard at 
work under the chairmanship of Robert He 
Simonds, of the [Kanawha County Public 
Librarye Other members of the committee 
are Miss Carrie Brittain, of Davis & El- 
kins College, and ifiss Dora Ruth Parks, 
executive secretarv of the Library Come 
missione 


TE AINUAL meeting 
will be held in 
October 25the 


of the association 
Charleston on Saturday, 
The morning session will 


begin promptly at 9:30, and vill cone 
sist of reneral business, election of 
officers, and reports, Luncheon groups 


will meet from 12:30 until 2:00 pem. 


TSE AFTERNOON session will begin at 2;350 
and end at 4 otclock. The first part of 
the afternoon session will be used to 
complete business and reports of groupse 
A welleknown librarian will be secured 
as speaker for this sessione 


BOTH THE Library Commission and the 
Friends of the Library will hold meet 
ings in sagnbonisheape on the same day, and 


all three grouy 
adinner at 6250 
the Daniel Boone 


9s will meet together for 
DeMe in the Ballroom of 
hotel. Featured on the 


(Turn to COIMITIZE, page 5) 
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Something of the significance of 


dence of nations in this shrinking ~orld, 
the flags of the United Nations, waving 
from the very platform where that hope- 
ful organization saw its beginning ir. 
1945, leet an urgency and an emphasis to 
our conference theme, A Moratorium on 
Triviae . 





GENERAL SESSIONS 


MISS }ARY Ue ROTHROCK presided over the 
four general sessions with assurance and 
authoritye In developing the conference 
theme there was repeatedly pointed our 
the important role the library has in 
forming intelligent public opinion and 
how that public opinion must be directed 
tovards the preservation of peacee Libe 
rarians from France and Brazil broucht 
similar messages from their peoplese 


DR. JOEL HILDEBRAND, professor of chem 
istry at the University of California,- 
spoke on how not to control atomic encere 
gy by pointing out some of the blind al- 
leys down which we might so easily be 
lede Such ideas as the possibility of 
kecning the manufacture of atom bombs a 
secret; attempting to crush Russia; ase 
sertins that atomic energy is an over= 
rated dangere---all were dispelled by 
this learned scientist one by onee We 
must stop asking can we control the site 
uation; we must Control ite»--and to do 
it will require all the intelligence and 
ingenuity of the combined nations of the 
world. But it is up to us to take the 
initiative in its control as we have in 
(Turn to LETTER, page 3) 
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its production and use€e 


DR. CLARENCE A. DYKSTRA, provost ef the 
university of California at Los Angeles, 
in his address, Independence and Intere 
dependence, drew 4 parallel between the 








development of our nation from thirteen 
individual independent colonies to 48 


interdependent statcs, and the path he 

thinks we must follow in world governe 

mente It vas a long tedious task,he 

said, but we did its; and so must the sove 
ereign nations build their future if 

there is to be onee 





AeLef.e COUNCIL 
TERE “ERR ‘two mectings of the AeLeAe 
Council during which routine business of 
the organization was handled with spir- 
ited participation by the members. Dise 
cussion was frec and the procedure demoe 
cratic in spite of tke unwieldy size of 
the gatheringe Committee reports on 
AeLeAe international relations, a nate 
ional plan for public library service in 
which that scrvice would be strengthened 
by coordination and regional planning, 
national relations, salaries (they 

should be highert), tenure, and consti- 
tutional changes gave one the feeling of 
being in touch with an organization with 
a planned purpose e 


DIVISICHNAL MEETINGS 


DIVISIONAL :mectings concerning every 
possible type of library problem afforde 
ed exccllent opportunity for getting 
help, or at least consoling oneself that 
others had similar difficultiese The 
preeconference library extension instie 
tute met in six scssions June 26 and 27, 
where the everepresent query of "how 


shall we reach rcaders?" was ansvered 
by librarians who are doing that very 
thing most successfully through the use 


of community branches, regional service, 


bookmobilese Some of the plans operate 
ing on 31.50 and (2.00 per capita gave 
very little solace to tvo librérians 
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from ‘iest Virginia where we, with apoloe 
gies to Macy's, try to mke 577 act like 
However, the stories from Hise 
souri and Arkansas and Mississippi told 
of struggle such as West Virginia is ene 
duringe The very fact that there is 
strugzle scems encouraginge At least, 
there is less passive resistance in the 
library field than formerlye 


ONE VERY HELPFUL discussion centered a-« 
rount the bookmobile of yesterday, today 
and tomorrowe Parked at the curb were 
two of the handsomest new bookmobiles in 
California---=8-one with plexiglass sky- 
lights letting in the justly-praised Cal 
ifornia sunshine. Attempts to bring 
down the cost from today's almost pro- 
hibitive 37500 by more or lcss uniform 
action are being made in several ccc. 
tions of the countrye One man spoke of 
converting an excesseproperty Army ambu- 
lance into a rather satisfactory bookmo-. 
bile for 31,000. 


FROM SHE POINT of view of pure delight 
the meeting at which the Newbery and Cai- 
decott awards were made surpasscd all 
otherse Curolyn Sherwin Bailey, who re~ 
ecived the Newbery medal for Miss Hick- 
ory, was a lovely, soft-spoken, cldcrily 
‘Tady vho wove into her acceptance spcech 
our obligation to this troubled world to 


preserve the rhapsodies of childhoode 
Leonard “cisgard, whose illustrations 
for The [Little Island won for him the 





covetcd Caldecott award, delighted the 
large audicnce with his reminisccnees of 

a childhood not, in his casc, far dise 

tante Although he says that he cx 

presscs himsclf through line and color 

rather than words, he speaks as a poote 

The runner-up for this avard, Raindrops 

Splash, is also Mr. Yeisgard's worke 





PERSONALI TIES 

MARY U. ROTHRCCK «= brusqie, efficient, 
vwittye-ee<2in control of the situation, 
and cnjoying ite 

PAUL NORTH RICE » newly clected presi-~ 
dent, pleasant, self-confident, fecle 
ing his responsibilitye 

(Turn to LETTER, page 7) 
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ANOTHER MILES TONE PASSED, BUT THE 
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ME LIBRARY Demonstration Bill has passe 
ed another milestone on its wy to bce 
coming law§g The Sub-Committee on Educae 
tion of the Senate Committee on Labor 
and Public Welfare, before whom hearings 
on $e48 were held on May 16, have now 
reported the bill to the full committec 
without oppositions 

—— ; 


NIME OF THE thirtecn members of the full 
committee have indicated their support 
and if rapid action is taken, there is 
still a chance that the bill will be 
passed by the Scnate before adjournment 
on July 26the If not; according to Paul 
Howard, "it should pass early next scse 
sione*® Indications are that between 55 
and 60 favorable Senate votes can bo 
counted one 


IN THE HOUSE Committce, which has had 

its hands full with deliberations on the 

Federal Aid to Education proposals, heare 
ings on the Library Demonstration Bill 

will probably not be held until late next 
January or early in Februarye 


If TEE LATEST issue of "Federal Relations 
News," Paul Hovard points out that "the 


Library Demonstration Bill has made greate 
er progress than any other measure of soce 


ial legislation before this Congresseecece 


Out of three hearings [two in the 79th 
Congress and one in the 80th] only two 
negative votes have been caste ith 


proper work during the fall, the bill can 
be passcd next session and will be passed 
if librarians and friends of librarics 
wrk diligently on [the plan given below," 


TE GENERAL PLAN for action. agreed upon 
by the Federal Relations Committce and 
the State Committecs at the San Francisco 
meeting is as follows: 


le To urge members of the Semte Commit. 
tee on Labor and Public Welfare to come 
Plete action on $e48 as soon as possiblee 


Whecling, and 
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2¢ To sce EACH MEMBER of Congress when 
he rcoturns home after adjournment on 
July 26th and present Se48eHeRe 2465 to 
him and gain his support, (It was do» 
cidod that the kind of work nceded this 
fall is through personal contact rather 
than through publicitye) 





S» The publicity campaign to be inten= 
sificd with the convening of the second 
scssion of the 80th Congresse Preparde 
tions will be made during the fall and 
carly winter months é 


LIBRARIANS AND FRIENDS of librarics in 
West Virginia have their job cut out for 
thems Your coordinator and the other 
officers of the Association urge that 
(Turn to MILESTONE, page 9) 
2% 
OF FiIc¢ceE8eR,R & 
(Continued from page 1) 


ated by the 





resignation of Charles Ee 
Butler, who left the Charleston library 
in June to accept a position as assist- 
ant librarian in the Buffalo (N.¥.) Pub- 
lic Librarye 


KATHARINE C. DVYRE, of the West Virginia 
University Library, has agreed to accept 
the chairmanship of the Membership come 
mittec for AeLeAe, replacing Fleming 
Bennett, also of the University library 
staff, who will do graduate work at the 
University of Chicago beginning this 
autumne Miss Dwyre will also hcad up 
the membership drive for the West Vir- 
ginia Library Associatione 


AT THE March meeting 
Committee in Morgantown, Miss Mary Ee 
Wattles, of the University library, ws 
appointed chairman of the Publicity Come 
mittcee At the samo mecting a Constitue 
tion committce was appointcd to revise 
the present constitution and by-laws of 
the Associatione Chairman of this come 
mittce is Forrest Fe Carhart, Jre, of 
the University library, and the other 
members are Miss Eleanor Hamilton, of 
Miss Carrie Brittain, of 
Davis & Elkins College in Elkinse 


of the Exccutive 
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REGIONAL CONFERE 


PLANS ARE rapidly shaping up for the 


Middle Atlantic Statcs Regional Library 
will be held in Baltie 


conference, which 
more, Mde, Thursday through Saturday, 
October Yell, and which will be attended 
by librarians from New Jersey, Maryland, 

Delaware, Pennsylvania, ‘Jest Virginia 
and the District of Columbiae 

SINCE IT is designed as a substitute for 
the ALA Confercnce, which most castern 
librarians were unable to attend, the 
general stccring committee is planning a 
topnotch program with "Education of This 
Generation" for its challenging theme e 


be three gencral sessions and 
as well as special group dis» 
High programequality is ase 
an °1800 budget for spcakerse 
Defihitcly on the corfcrcnce prorram are 
such men as Ralph Munn, Emerson Grceende 
way, Rabbi David “lice, and Alexander 
Crosbye 


ERE WILL 
a banquet, 
cussionse 
sured by 


ON SATURDAY, thc various statc a 
ses Me ak a ae ake ae 2 oe 2 ae 22: SS oR Ho of ce ee feo 2 
COMMITTEE 
(Continucd from page 2) 
program will be an address by a 
ally known libraricane 


ssociae 


ate slg sles ale ok oh 


nation= 


NAMES OF and more details of 
announced in the next 
Virginia Librarics" 


issucd just before the 


speakers, 
meetings will be 
issue of  “Yest 
which will be 
fall mectinge 


pad 


SECTIONAL luncher is and business mect= 
ings may be held by cachof the three 
divisions of the Association at the 
Charleston mcctinge Scctional chairmen 
and committce mcmbcrs include: 


Collcge Librarians: Ee 
Bethany Collcec, chairman; Mrse Le Pe 
Drain, “‘e State Colleges; Miss ora 
Peters, Concord Statc Collcgc; and Mrse 
Vivian Boughteor, “fest Liberty Statc Cole 
le gee 

School Librarians; Miss 


Hugh Bchymer, 
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Gencvicve Gibe 
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IN BALTIMORE 

tions will hold mectingse fThcere will be 

a free period during which librarics in 

the Baltimore arca will hold opcn houses 

opportunity will be given for visiting 

the fine collection of manuscripts and 

incunabula owmed by lirse John Te Garrctte 
EXFIBITS “TILL be a prominent fcature of 
the confcrencce It is reported that ale 
ready 31100 worth of cxhibit space has 
been lcascd in the Lord Baltimore Hotel, 
where the main mectings are to bc hclde 


A NUMBER of ‘Yest Virginia librarians are 

serving on confcrence committees; Robert 

Simonds, program; Eleanor Hamilton, care 

rangcments; Mary Yattles, publicity; Sct- 
ty Meck, cxhibits; Forrest Carhcrt, gcn- 

cral planning committcce 


WEST VIRGINIAFS who are intcrcestcd in 
going, and who would like to have hotel 
rescrvations made for them, arc advised 
to write to Robert Simonds, Kanawha Coun 
ty Public Library, Charleston, for infor. 
mation and formse 
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son, East High School, Huntington, chair- 
nan; hiss Sarah white, Triadelphda High 
hool, “hcclings; Miss Christine vhilds, 

ewall Jackson High school, Charlcse 


and Miss Alice Griffin, ‘Jashington 


c 
ton 
ton; 
Irving High School, Clarksburge 


Public Librarians: Miss Ethcl Green, 

chairman, Clarksburg Public Library; Mrse 
Elcanor Me Peterson, Huntington Public 

library; Miss Virginia Ebeling, Ohio 

County Public library; Mrse Ge Ue Hamile 

ton, Crcenbricr County Public librarye 





A SECTION for spccial librarians 
organized at the October mcctinge Thoso 
who arc intercstcd arc advised to get in 
touch with Miss Jcan Moorc, librarian at 
the We Vae Gcological Survey library in 
Morgantown e 


may be 


eine 


Hee ae ee oe 2h 2k eo ee a AC ACK ae fea ae ease coe ea Safe ae ak oleae ok eo 
HAVE YOU SENT IN YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
DUES FOR ALA? DON'T LET YOUR 
'EMBERSHIP LaPSE. SEND DUES NOVY 
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LIBRARIES ON THE FRONT PAGE 


HAV. YOU READ the article about librar- 
jes which appeared in the New York Times 
on Sunday, June lst? It was on the 
front pagee The article is based ona 
twoeyear nationwide survey of existing 
library conditions, conducted by the 
postwar planning committee of the Ameri- 
can Library Associations 

SO! facts from the 


PERE ARE 


startling 


x**In more than 90 percent of the come 
munities of this country, adequate libe 
rary facilities are lackinge ("e can do 
better than that in “est Virginia; 100 
percent of communities lack adequate Ti- 
brary facilitics. 


#*#25,000,000 people in the United 
States have no library facilities, 


*xx]}jost public library administrative 
units are toc small, and have too little 
income e 


xk*#Personnel deficiencies are seriouSe 
#axiany buildings are outmoded and oute 
8 own oe 


#4axLibrary service is seriously below ace 
cepted standards in quantity and quality. 


***Two hundred ninety public libraries, 
serving 6,000,000 people, have annual ine 
comes below 325,000. (According to last 


year's figures only three libraries in 
West Virginia had incomes of more than 
9e5 » 000 e) 


Only three statese-)assachusetts, Ver= 
mont and the District of Columbia--are 

providing service for 100 percent of 

their populationse 


*** Thirty-nine percent of the librarians 
are without college or university dee 
grees, and only three percent hold ade 
vanced professional degreese 


IF YOU HAVEN'T read the entire article, 
you'd better do soe 
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WHAT IS REFERENCE SERVICE? 


"WHO ‘IGRE the makers of the first false 
teeth?" or "How many men six feet tall 


are there in the United States?" are 
only two of the many, many questions 
which confront the reference librarian 


during a day's worke 


Tri REFERENCE librarian of any library 
must interpret the materials of the lie 
brary for the patrons; that is, she must 
know what tools are in the library and 
what subject or subjects each covers,and 
then, she must know how to use the varie 
ous tools and be able to aid the reader 
in using theme 


THIS BRINGS up the question "That are 


reference materials?" One définition 
might be: Any books, pamphlets, or mag. 
azines to which one refers in answering 


questions or locating information on 
some subject, are reference materials. 
In other words, a reference tool is nev 
er read through, but merely referred too 
WE i: IGET group the materials as follows: 

General dictionaries 

General encyclopedias 

Ineyclopedias and dictionaries on 

special subjects 

Bibliographies on all subjects 

lagvazine indexes 

Pamphlets and picture files 


THERE ARE various types of services 
which all libraries may be called upon 
to perform at some time, as siven in 
Shore's Basic Reference Books: 





le Answer questions 
Ae about facts 
be about community, library, city 


2e Locate material for speeches, pape 
ers, and hobbies 


Se Compile bibliographies 
Qe annotate material 
be summarize literature in a given 
field 
(Turn to REFERENCE, page 3) 

















UNIVERSITY HAS 


NEW LIBRARIAN 


ELMER Me GRIEDER has been appointcd lig 


prarian oat “cst Virginia University, to 
suceccd We Pe KL llam, who rcsigncd last 
August to bccome libraricnet the Unie 


versity of South Carolina. During this 
clovenemonths intcrim the affairs of thc 
University Library heave becn adminise 
tcrcd by & committcc of department 
chicfs, hcadcd by Fleming Bennctte 


Tie WY librarian, who assumed his new 
dutics on July 1, has bccn a mombcr of 
the Harvard University librarics staff 
since 1938. For six years ho wos in 
charge of the library of the graduate 
school of public administration at Hare 
varde Gricdcer organizcd this library, 
which is considercd onc of the fincst in 
the ficld of public cdministratione 


SINCE Mre Gricderts return from the army 
in Octobcr, 1946, he has been gencroal 
assistant to icycs Mctealf, dircctor of 
the Harvard librcricse 


GRINDER holds dcgrccs from thc Univore 
sity of Dubuquc, Columbia University and 
Harvarde He rcccived his B.S.L.S. from 
Columbia in 193%, and was cvarded the 
Hewiite dogrcc at Harvard this past springe 


HE TAUGHT scicnec at the La Portc (Iowa) 
City High school for five ycars, and cafe 
ter his graduation from Columbia, scrvcd 
as an assistant in the Detroid Public 
Library for two ycarSe 


MRe GRIEDER has contributcd to a number 
of profcssional journals, and scrvcd on 
&® §pccial Librarics 4ssociatim commite 
tcc which in 1939 publishcd a rcvisced 
edition of Public Administration Librare 





ics: £4 Manual of Practicce 





MR. GRIEDER servcd in the Army from 1943 
to 1946, most of the timc as an intcle 
ligcnec analyst in the scncral hcadquare 
tcrs of the Southwest Pacific arcane 
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LEtT?trtsEe ses 


(Continucd from page 3) 

PAUL HOWARD = tall, thin head of the ime 
portant national rclations office in 
Washingtone 

FLORA B. LUDINGTON =» lcanncd, immersed 
in world problcms, and rcecntly rce 
turncd from two years withthe Amcrie 
can Library in India. 

CARL }ILAM « jovial, at cascs; carrying 
the whole convention witha rclaxcd 
good humore 

MILTON LORD = lending dignity, charm cnd 
& Harvard acccnte 

SUSAN GREY AKERS © a fricndly little wome 
an sought out by her admiring former 
studcntse 

EVELYN PARKS - sistcr of our Miss Farks, 
grecting fricnds from 11 points of 
thc compass where she has hclpcd in 
the truc Parks tradition of spreading 
library scrvicce 


SO TEIS IS SiN FRANCISCOL 








NEV R HiS a confcrence had stiffcr come 

petition from its localc than this onc, 

for San Francisco is truly a fascinating 

Citye Chinatomm, Nob Hill, the cable 

cars, Twin Pcaks, the Golden Gate Bridge, 
Fishcrman's Wharf, the International Scte 
tlcmcnt, Jld Spanish missionse--a11 have 

their charm for visitors, cand no one 

must miss thc Top of thc Mark or Stan- 

ford University or a ride on the ferry 

across thc Boye It is to be wondercd at 

thet in thc midst of such fascinating 

attractions, many hundrcds of libraricns 

attcndcd the mectings am gave their 

timc ond thought to plans for gctting 

the "right book to the right person at 

the right timc," : 


EZ YOU in i.tlantic City in 1948% 

‘ eeaLLEANOR HAMILTON» 
} RIRIBIRIBIBI SIRI RIBS RIDISCM LIRISIBIS SRI SI RIBI SIRI S MPIC MS BIBI e aI aL 
W IF YOU DIDN'T GET 10 AeLeie, THY NOT . 
PLN TO GO 70 THE REGIONAL LIBRARY " 
W COUFE2ENCE IN BALTIMORS THIS FALL? . 
nt GET IN TOUCH “ITH ROBERT SIMCNDS IN wn 
CHARLESTON ABOUT HOTEL RESERV:TIONS, W 
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MUSIC SERVICE SUCCESSFUL IN 17S FIRST 
YEAR AT OHIC COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


ONE YEAR of maintaining a record library 

has taught the Music Department of the 

Ohio County Public Library many intercste 
ing thingse In the first place, 2896 

pcople playcd 6760 recordse 4620 rcce 

ords were borrowed for playing at home, 

while 2140 were playcd in the library's 

listening roome 


MENTY<ONE different groups, including 
high school home room groups, the “hecle 
ing Symphony /.uxiliary, classcs from the 
YouieCele, and Cirl Scouts made special 
arrangemcnts for the usc of the listcne 
ing roome Thc music of Chopin, Bcc thove 
en and Tchaikovsky is requestcd as oftcn 
as that of Gcershvin, Cole Porter and 
Kerne The trend among young people 
sccms to be towards the classics, leave 
ing light opcre for the oldcr pcoplce 


MORE MEN than women visit the Music dee 
partments Boys and girls, for whom a 
music story-hour is conductcd, cnjoy the 
"talking" rccords, suchas “Petcr and 
the “Jolf" or "Rapunzcl1," but are quite 
attentive to music as welleeeecspecially 
the "Bluc Danube “jaltz" and the "Overs 
turc to ‘Yilliam Tclle" Damage to Rece 
ords has becn kcpt ata minimun, and 
borrowers have been found willing to ace 
ccpt responsibilitye 


LAST YEAR the music collection of the 
library was augmentcd by the purchase of 
2500 rccordingse To accommodate them, 
rooms on the second floor were rcmodeled, 
painted light=bluc and cquipped with 
blond chairse The soundproof listcning 
room can scat 50 people, but by using 
the floor and window sills, we scated 
over 100 for the puppet show hcld during 
Book “Ieck, Adjoining the listening room 
are the room containing the records, and 
the one where. the catalog is kcpt, as 
well as the books about music and musice 
ians, scorcs for piano, violin and wind 
instruments, anthcms and band musice 
Miniaturc scorcs arc available for those 
dcsiring to follow the scorc while lise 





tening to the recording of a2 particular 
sclcctione 


TFE MUSIC department invites all vacae 
tioning librcrians to stop in to listen 
as well as to looke 

# a ES 


THEY'RE DOING IT IN CLARKSBURG, TOO% 


TE CLARKSBURG Public Library is in the 
process of starting a phonograph record 
librarye The Junior Marcato Club, a 
group of young musicians, is back of the 
projccte They rcad th article, “Music 
to Take Homc," in last Novombcr's issuc 
of Ncader's Digest, and dccidcd to help 
the library start a collection of rece 
ordsSe They gave a concecrt in Fay to 
raisc moncy for buying rccords and a 
pleycre Miss May Pottcr is planning a 
formal presentation in Scptcmbcre Other 
people lcarning of the venturc have al- 
ready contributcd scven classical albums. 


“o* cs % 


REFERENCE 
(Continucd from page 6) 
Instruct readers in use of catalog 
or use of reference books at timc 
information is being locatcd 
Give recreational and cultural 
reading advicee 


Ti REFLRENCE staff should always rcincme 
ber thet giving good referenco service 
means that no petron should evcr leave 
the library without his question ansrcre 
cd satisfactorily, or, when no mtcrial 
is cvailablc, without a suitable substi- 
tutc es 
@-)}ZRGARET S. BCBBITT 
Refcrenec Librarian, Marshall Collcge 


se aio KK Woks Se od ae AK ok ss oie oe * 


"WEST VIRGINIA LIBRARIES" is bcing sent 
only to membors of the Associctione 
Thosc who have paid ducs since the first 
issuc was published may have copics by 
writing for them, as long as they laste 
iixtre copics are available from the Hunte 
ington Public Librarye 
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QNE SENATOR, THREE REPRESENT. TIVES 
FROM JEST VAe FAVOR LIBRARY BILL 


PRINTED below are excerpts from letters 
which were received by our federal ree 
lations coordinator, in response to his 
letters to West Virginiats congressmene 


MEMBERS of the association should opprece 
iate the definite stands taken in favor 

of the Library Demonstration Bill by 

Senator Kilgore and Representatives Snye- 

der, Hedrick and Rohrbaughe It is hoped 

that before the bill comes up for a vote 

every member of Congress from West Vire 

ginia will be as much in favor of it as 

these four men arce 


NO MAN , however, should be asked to 
pledge himself in favor of any piece of 
legislation unless he is convinced that 
it is in the intcrests of his constitue 
ents e 


IF THE representative from your district 
isn't as strongly in favor of the bill 
as you think he should be, why not write 
him about it? 


ee Editor. 
* x x 


HERE IS WHAT OUR CONGRESSMEN SAY 
ABOUT THE LIBRARY DEMONSTRATION BILL 


Sena‘or HAMLEY i’. KILGORE: "I, too, am 
decply interestcd in this measure, as I 


believe that it provides for a library 
scrvice desperatcly needed in many scce 
tionse ‘thile I am not a member of the 
Committee before which it is now pending 
I can assure you thet I shall do evcry-~- 
thing in my powcr to expedite favorable 
action on the bill," 


Senator CHAPMAN REVURCOMB: "I am indeod 
glad to learn your views with respect to 
this proposed legislation, and although 
I am not a member of the Committee now 
Studying this subject, you may be assure 
ed that I will give it my carcful cone 
Sidcration when it is before the Senate." 


Representative MELVIN C. SNYDER: "I am 
in favor of this legislation and will do 





everything possible to secure its pase 
sage by the House of Representativese 


Representative ERLAND He HEDRICK: "I 

appreciate receiving your views on this 
matter, and I am glad to advise you that 
I am in favor of this bill. ‘Then this 
matter is brought to the floor of the 
louse, I shall do all I can to assuro 
its passagee" 


Represcntative FRANCIS J. LOVE: "I am 
pleased to have your views on this proe 
poscd legislation and you may be assure 
ed that it shall have my carcful attcne 
tion." 


Representative EDWARD Ge. ROHERBAUGH ;: 
"Like you, I am of the opinion that we 
West Virginians need to do something a~ 
bout the library situation in our home 
statce The fact tmt we rate forty- 
sixth among the forty-cight statcs is 
certainly something that we cannot be 
very proud ofeees. I assure you I shall 
be pleascd to do anything I can to ase 
sist in remedying this situatione" 


Representative HUBERT Se ELLIS: "The 
Committec on Education and Labor eee in« 
forms me that no action has been takon 
and nonc is scheduled on this mcasurce 
From the information I heve at the mome 
ent (May lst), however, I am inclined to 
support this bille' 


* * * 


MILES TONE 
(Continucd from page 4) 


you make cvery cffort to scc our scnde 
tors and representatives latc this sume 


mer and during the fall monthse iiost of 
them are already favorable to passage of 
the dill, but it is cxtremely important 
that contacts with them be continually 
rencwede--stopping, of course, just this 
side of "nuisanccedome" 


‘IE MUST LET them know that there is no 
slackening of our intcrest and our cone 
ccrne Yo must make certain that Vest 
Virginiats votes are cast in favor of 
the Library Demonstration Bille 

* * * 
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WHY STATISTICS 7 

MANY TIMES during the thirteen years 
I've been struggling with library stae 
tistics I've wondered whether it was 
worth the efforte Juggling figures at 
the end of each month and, ina. roally 
big way at the July round-up for the one 
tire year, the question of the value of 
statistics is bound to arise unless you 
are an automaton who performs the vork 
assigned to you merely as routine and 
takes no personal interest whatever. But 
in spite of an occasional Jack of en- 
thusiasm, I am convinced that statistics 
do have a place and that the job of keep- 
ing them is no more futile than many ane 
other job can appear at off-moments. 


AFTER TAKING over the job of coping vith 
statistics, I did try to revamp them, e- 


liminating some and adding others so 
that only the ones actually to be put 
to some later use were kepte These are 


of two kinds; CIRCULATION and ADDITIONS 
70 THE LIBRARY. Financial figures, etce 
are in the hands of the edministrative 
heade Both of the above arc necessary 
in filling out A.L.A. forms and other 
official reportse For cxample, we were 


repeatedly being asked the number of dupe 


licate copies in ovr collectione Our 
answer could be cither a statement that 
no scparate record was kept, or a rough 
estimate based on an attempt to count 
from the shelf-list cardse Now we list 
our added copies in scparate columns and 


the total is soon reached. This in ite 
self may scom futile on the part of 
A.LeAs or any other agency making th 
request, but, considering the argument 


over the advisability of keeping dupli- 
cates, such a reqest is reasonable in 
anecffort to determine wmt other lib. 
raries are doinge 3 


STATIS TICS are also important as publice 
ity either in college newspapers suchas 
ours, or for the local papers in case of 
public librarics, Publicity docs help 
in creating intercst in the sad plight 
of libraries (an indisputable condition 
in West Virginia) and often results in 








more appropriations e 


FROM A more immmdiate angle, involving 
the book collection itself, circulation 
statistics can show the trcnd in the 
type of material being used which, in 
turn, can be used as a guide for future 
buyinge Too often the purchase of books 
is made from recommended lists, not take 
ing into consideration the specific in» 
terests of the particular library invol- 
ved. “Thile it is true that a reasonable 
balance of types of material should be 
maintained, still the reading intcrest 
of the particular public should come 
firste That too may be a debatable 
point, for there are those who contend 
that you should give people "what they 
ought to readeenot necessarily what they 
wante" However, the old adage, "you can 
lead a horse to water, but you cantt 
make him drink" still applics to the li- 
brary collection, and it is a wise lib.. 
rarian who watches the trend of interest 
and selects her books accordingly, with 
an eyc to a gradual devclopment of rcade 
ing interestse 


IF YOUR circulation statistics show a 
low perereader use of the library, it's 
time to take inventory of yourself as a 
librarian to s@® whye Not only may your 
collection be inadequate, but the atmose 
phere may not be inviting nor the scre 
vice courtcouse 


SO, CHEER UP if you are the “keeper of 
the statistics" in your particular li- 
brarve Indirectly your services on that 
score should bear fruit in "merc books 
to more people," which should be the aim 
of all of us, whether in public, college 
or school libraricse 
@--BERNICE saMSTUTZ DORSEY 
Assistant Librarian, Marshall College 


SR fe ok 24s He fe fe she he afc ak ape ie ok she oie oie aie fe he se fe 2he 24s she ofe aie ape fe ae 2c He ae 236 ose 2s she ae 


MAKE YOUR PLANS NOY TO ATTEND 
THE ASSOCIATION'S MEETING IN 
CHARLESTON, OCTOBER 25TH. GuT 
YOUR FOTEL RESERVATION EARLY. 


Ie S16 9 oe oe ok fk fe he fe 2K ec 2 te 2s ake 2k afc fe 2K she ie fe fe ake fe ae 215 8 a oft ofc aie ojo ake fe 2h 


KH HKEKEKEKEE 
HE GHEE KH BRE 


% 














July 1947 * x 





*"RIBRARY SAMPLER" 
FOR FIVE months the Clarksburg Public 
Library has kad a weekly program over 
radio station ‘“IBLKe It is called the 
"ibrary Sampler." Mrs. Henry Curme, 
the staff member who managed the serics, 
ms been very successful in getting cape 
able local community leaders to give the 
weekly talks and readings from great 
pooks to stimulate listeners' interest 
in literaturee 


WR. FRED ZIMERIAN, manager of WBLK, suge 
gested that it would be worthwhile to in» 


vite two other libraries to join the 
Clarksburg librery, and send the series 
out over a larger areae Broadcasting 


has been discontinued during July and 
August, but another series is planned to 
begin in Septembere 
= * + 
BOOKMOBILES ARE ON THE MOVE FORTIARDS 


TO LIBRARIES are to have new bookmo- 
biles during the coming ycar,. according 
to late reports. The Kanawha © County 
Public Library in Charleston is purchase 
ing a new one to replace the one they've 
been using since 1938. The Huntington 


bookmobile is expected to be delivered 


in September and to be placed in operas 
tion in November----probably during Book 
Weeke 
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COMMISSION OFFICIALS ATTEND ASSEMBLY OF 
LIBRARIANS OF THE AMERICAS 


MRS. OLIVER SHURTLEFF, Chairman, cnd 
Miss Dora Ruth Parks, Executive secree 
tary, of the lest Virginia Library Come 


mission attended the Assembly of Librare 
jans of the Americas on Tuesday, June Se 


TH! ASSEMBLY, which was held at the Lie 
brary of Congress in ‘Washington, began 
on May 12, and is the first real intere 
national conference of librarians to be 
held in this countrye Delegates came 
from the Latin American republics, Canae 
da, Puerto Rico, the Philippincs, and 
the United Statese 


LIBRARY PROBLEMS were discussed at the 

Assembly in four languagese The session 

attended by Mrse Shurtleff and iiiss 

Parks featured 4 discussion of Adult Ed- 

ucation and Library Extension problems. 
* * * 


LIBRARY NOTES VOGUE IN FRENCH NOVZLS 


THE CLARKSBURG PUBLIC library has a 
small collection of French novelse They 
have been more frequently used recently, 
as several French war brides and a group 
of French and Belgian people have found 


the books and are enjoying theme Most 
of the novels were published in the 
'30%se The library has enough of tien, 


they say, so that they could lend them 
to other libraries upon requeste 





THE OBERLY 
awarded by 
iation to 





AeLeaA. OBERLY MEMORIAL PRIZE 
AWARDED TO WEST VIRGINIAN 


Memorial Prize for 1947 was 
the American Library Assoce 
Professor Burch He Schneider 
of the College of sgricu* ture, West Vir- 
ginia University, according to a recent 
announcement made by Vs. Pe iiellam, fore 
mer librarian at the University. 


TEE rRIZEewinning bibliography was pree 
pared as a division of Prof. Schneider's 
book, “Feeds of the World; Their Digest} 
ibility and composition." 








